GOOD FRIDAY DEVOTIONS

Psalm 2
Elisha was a prophet anointed by God.  He told the King of Israel where his enemies were going to attack before they attacked so that the King of Israel would be one step ahead of them.  And so, the king of one of their enemies finally figured out that it was Elisha who was the key and decided to take him out.  Here was one man, not a soldier nor surrounded by soldiers in an undefended city.  When Elisha’s servant got up in the morning and saw all of the chariots and horses of the enemy king surrounding the city, he panicked.  But Elisha calmed him down.  “Don’t be afraid.  Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  There was only confusion on the part of the servant.  He had already done the quick math and knew for sure that they were outnumbered and well overpowered.  Then Elisha asked the LORD to open the servant’s eyes and he looked around to see a vast number of the angel army filling the hills with their fiery presence.  

To all appearances, the enemies of God’s Anointed One had him outnumbered, surrounded and defeated on that first Good Friday.  But they couldn’t see the real story.  The real story was that in this apparent defeat was total victory for the Christ.  The One enthroned in heaven laughed that day.  They had conspired and plotted in vain.  The LORD was victorious.

And so they continue to plot and plan.  Christ rules the world for the sake of his Church.  And yet in the news you would think that the Christian Church is going down in ruins.  Our enemies lick their lips with the possibility that this misery called Christianity will soon be over.  Appearances are deceiving.  Believe the words of the prophet from Psalm 2.  No enemy can defeat you.  Despite all indications to the contrary, may the LORD open your eyes to see that those who are with you are more than those who are with them.  Your king reigns victorious.   

Let us pray:
Lord God, you anointed your Son to be king for the sake of your Church.  Help us, as members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Psalm 91
The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  God’s own Son took on the tent of human flesh.  How would you describe that flesh on Good Friday?  Pierced.  Jagged.  Bloody.  Dying.  Dead.  But would you look at our crucified Savior in all his gore and say, “No harm has befallen him.  No disaster has come near his tent?”  Would you agree that the angels were sent by God to guard him, that they lifted him up with their hands so that he didn’t even strike his foot on a stone?  Hard to say that when his feet are pinned to a rugged piece of wood.  

And yet the promise made by God to his perfect Son was true.  He rescued him.  He delivered him from death.  Though his heel had been stricken, by his death he crushed completely the head of the cobra.  He had trampled the lion that prowls around devouring human beings.  And now, because we have been united to Jesus in baptism, God’s promise to him in this Psalm is God’s promise to us.  Satan has no power over us.  Sickness has no power over us.  Death has no power over us.  No harm will befall us.  No disaster will come near our tent.

Let us pray:
Father in heaven, teach us by the perfect obedience of your Son to fin in your strong Word a weapon for resisting the temptations of the evil one.  Shield us from harm and danger by commanding your angels to guard us in all our ways; through Jesus Christ, you Son, our Lord.



Psalm 32
Vomiting is one of the least appealing things for a person to do. Bringing the contents of your stomach back up takes a huge effort.  It goes against the normal flow of your stomach and your throat.  But the longer that you keep things down, the worse that it gets.  When you eat bad food or accidentally swallow something poisonous, you need to get that out of your stomach.  If it stays in there it will make you sicker and sicker until finally—you could even die.  

Admitting our guilt takes a huge effort.  It goes against the normal flow of blaming someone else for what’s wrong with you.  It goes against the normal flow of thinking that you’re a good person.  But when you’ve done something wrong and you know it, the longer that you keep it down deep inside your heart, the longer that you keep it from everyone and especially God, the more rotten you feel and the more poisonous it becomes to your soul—even threatening your eternal life.  

At the beginning of our service of private confession and absolution, the pastor says, “Let us begin in the name of God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden.”  All of those sins that you’ve been bottling away from the public eye—God already knows them.  You cannot keep them from him.  And so rather than keeping them to yourself and making yourself sick, we bring them up to God.  And he does something completely amazing:  He covered them in his Son’s blood.  He does not count them on our record, but places them on his son.  We have nothing to fear.  And so we confess it all and put it all out on the table.  And he forgives the guilt of them all.  

Let us pray:
Gracious Father in heaven, in countless ways we have transgressed against you.  But you have been merciful to us and have forgiven the guilt of our sin.  Surround us with your unfailing love that we may rejoice in your great goodness now and forever; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.







Psalm 103
The biggest problem in any marriage is the fact that we treat our spouses as they deserve.  Our concept of love in a marriage is a 50/50 relationship.  I do my half to make you happy and you do your half to make me happy.  And if I’m not getting my 50 from you, I’ll withhold the same percentage of my 50 from you.  Whenever you do something, I will be the judge of whether it was good or bad—whether it should be punished or rewarded.  And if it was something that was hurtful to me, I will be very creative with my punishment so that you understand and feel exactly how much pain you caused me.  

If that’s the way that you approach your marriage, you will very quickly come to the same conclusion that God comes to: they don’t deserve me.  They don’t deserve anything.  They have wronged me in so many ways at so many times that there is nothing that they can do to repay what they owed me.  You will discover very quickly that your spouse is a rotten sinner and not a nice person.  

Ah but God’s love is not our love.  God’s does not love us because of what he gets from us.  God’s relationship to us is not 50/50.  God’s love is committed to loving us in spite of what we have done to him.  God’s love gives 100 percent all the time.  He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

Let us pray:
Good and gracious God, you have compassion for the sinner, as a father has compassion for his children. Forgive the sins of your people, heal our weaknesses, and crown our lives with your love, that with all the saints and angels we may glorify you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

